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Part 1 a?? 20th Century Enneagram Sources: Gurdjieff, Ichazo, and Naranjo

Description

Preserving Enneagram, Objective Knowledge for
Future Generations

What we know about the Enneagram today comes from G.I. Gurdjieff and Oscar Ichazo public talks and
speeches, writings, and teachings that in turn these two men received through oral knowledge being
passed down directly to them, their own internal higher knowing, and from the Enneagram symbol itself.

This simple knowledge, contained in the Enneagram symbol, that wholeness of the universe, evolution,
and consciousness can be found in 3, 7, and 9 dates back thousands of years, and given the 300,000
years of homo sapiens, tens of thousands of years is objectively conceivable.

Written records of the study of nine patterns of ego fixations or personality begin to show up in the early
Egyptian, Greek, and Persian cultures as internal and external observations on virtues and vices.
Those philosophers sought to understand societal roles and the characteristics of good leaders.

Around 300-400 CE, writings from within the Catholic Church also refer to virtues (essence) and sins
(personality). Undoubtedly, thousands or even hundreds of confessions would have revealed such
patterns of inner consciousness. These patterns were recorded as 7, 8, and sometimes 9 sins or
virtues. (See, for example, the writings of Raymond Llull, circa 300 CE). In 590 CE, Pope Gregory
reduced these 9 sins to 7. And although it uses a different mathematical model, the Jewish Kabbalah
similarly points to 10 attributes, or Sefirot. (This number is made up of 9 attributes, plus 1 for pure
unity.)

A number representing distinct patterns of consciousness is not a recent phenomenon. That Homo
sapiens has been around for 300,000 years, that writing and written records were possible 5,000 years
ago, and that our mind was likely the greatest tool available, we cannot say for sure when the scientific
discovery of the 9 patterns of consciousness were discovered. However, formal, written documentation
of the Enneagram is first found in the early part of the 20th century, when three students of the

Page 1
Footer Tagline


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_deadly_sins

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

Enneagram in particular formalized the oral teachings about the nature of reality and made it public. Let
us examine those original sources.

Returning to the Original 20th C. Sources: The Three Men Who
Brought the Enneagram Forward

Formal written documentation of the Enneagram began in the first part of the 20th Century. Now, in
2026, the ancient knowledge of the Enneagram, originally used as a tool for oral teaching about the
nature of reality, can now be fully translated to mathematical structure which we will describe in Part 2.

For this three part article, we turned to the original sources from the 1900s, outlined in Figure 1.2.

Figure 1.2 Contemporary Excavations of Ancient Knowledge: Core Focus of Gurdjieff, Ichazo,
and Naranjo Knowledge

1915, Moscow and1922Paris (G.l. Gurdjieff)

The focus of Gurdjieff knowledge:

a?¢ The Enneagram of Process, ‘an objective science of the evolution of all of life,
including consciousness

a?¢ Knowledge introduced by G.I. Gurdjieff in Moscow,‘Russia’in 1915 and in
Fontainebleau-Paris, France in 1922

1970, Arica, Chile (Oscar Ichazo)

The focus of Ichazo knowledge:

a?¢The Enneagram of Holy Ideas and Ego Fixations, objective lawful patterns of the
content of consciousness,

a?¢Knowledge introduced by Oscar Ichazo, Arica, Chile to North Americans in 1970

1971, Berkeley, California (Claudio Naranjo)

The focus of Naranjo knowledge:

a?¢The Enneagram of Personality, a contemporary synthesis of Gurdjieffa??s 3 Types of
Humans and Ichazoa??s 9 Holy Ideas (9 patterns of wholeness), and 3 distorted instincts
a?¢Knowledge introduced by Claudio Naranjo in Berkeley, California in 1971

For decades, Gurdjieff had traveled throughout the Eastern Mediterranean and Central Asia. He sought
and synthesized knowledge from sources that predated the modern worlda??s fragmentation of wisdom
into separate disciplines. He was also keen on challenging Western sciencesa?? limited ability to
objectively measure knowing that the observer changes the observed and instruments of measurement
were and still are limited as are the conditions in which measurement takes place. Next, Gurdjieff
crossed into Western Europe to verify the nature of human consciousness in thousands of seekers.

Oscar Ichazo devoted his life to verifying the integral philosophy he had received through both study
and direct knowing, treating the Enneagram as one small component of a vast system.

Claudio Naranjo possessed the rare combination of mainstream academic credentials and esoteric
experience, allowing him to serve as a translator between ancient philosophy and psychological
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science. As a psychiatrist interested in treating psychopathology, he carefully articulated the 9 lenses of
subjective consciousness into character psychopathology.

G.I. Gurdjieff

An Armenia-Greek in Paris

(1877-1949)

Gurdjieff came from a family and early childhood where the philosophy captured in the title of Ram
Dassa?? original work, Be Here Now wasna??t an aspirational spiritual teaching but ordinary reality
where a more unified experience of existing in and with the universe was acknowledged. Gurdjieff grew
up like any other child and only later realized how fortunate he had been to be raised with this
awareness. He was the first to introduce the Enneagram symbol to Western Europe in the early 1900s.
After years of teaching, verification, and writing, he died in Paris, France in 1949.

Born of Armenian and Greek heritage, George IvanoviAs Gurdjieff grew up near the Caucasus
Mountains in Armenia in a region where ancient traditions were acknowledged, where oral transmission
of knowledge was mainstream, and where understanding required both intellectual knowledge and
presence-based knowing through verification for oneself.

Gurdjeff Acquired His Knowledge Through:
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¢ Ancient Oral Transmission in the Eastern Mediterranean and Central Asia

e The Sarmoung Brotherhood, a Sufi society that attempted to acquire esoteric knowledge that had
been passed down from antiquity

¢ Direct verification for himself and with 4??Seekers of Trutha?e his first travel companions and later
to those who sought him out

After thousands of years, why was the Enneagram publicly introduced to the West in the early 1900s.
Many scholars of Gurdjieff agree that the introduction of the Enneagram symbol in the 20th century was
specifically because of increasing fragmented subjectivity by which we are surrounded. Indeed Figure
1.3, reveals in Gurdjieffa??s own words the nature of our modern day subjective world.

In Figure 1.3 you will find in Gurdjieffa??s exact words the purpose of his three books, also called three
series. In the forward to the third series, Gurdjieff states:

Figure 1.3 Gurdjieff Writings Each Introduced Using Gur djieffa??s Own Words

Gl
GURDJIEFF

Beelzebuba??s Tales to His'Grandsena??a?to achieve the gdgedzdm,ﬁ
destruction, in the consciousness and feelings‘of/people, of deep ; Tules
rooted convictions which in my opinion are false and’/quite 4
contradictory to reality.a?e gﬁ:’m
Gurdjieff reveals his wish that humankind see themselves and to
decode how Objective Science works.

MEETINGS WITH
REMARKABLE
MEN

ALL AND EVERYTHING. SECOND SERIES

Meetings With Remarkable Mena??&a?;to prove that there exist
other ways of perceiving reality, and to indicate their direction.&?e

Gurdjieff reveals his relationship to people and their journey to
consciousness.
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LIFE IS REAL ONLY
THEN, WHEN T AM'

Life is Real Only Then, When | Ama??a?|to share the possibilities
which | had discovered of touching reality and, if so desired, even
merging with it.a?e

Gurdjieff reveals his relationship to embodied consciousness and
realization.

ALL AND EVERYTHING

THIRD SERIES

G L. GURDJIEFF

Because Gurdjieffa??s three series are written intentionally to be decoded we also used and do
recommend these three key secondary sources of Gurdjieffa??ss writings (Figure 1.4).

Figure 1.4 Secondary Sources of Gurdjieff Writings

P.D. Ouspensky (1878<1947), Moscow to London

A contemporary student and colleague’ of Gurdjieff who took meticulous notes and in his
works makes Gurdjieffa??s teaching accessible.

In Search of the Miraculous (first printing 1949)

The Psychology of Man&a??s Possible Evolution (first printing 1950)

Russell Smith (1949-2023), Ohio to Sanger Texas

In 1993, Gurdjieff Scholar, Russell Smith, cracked the code on the Diatonic Octave, until
that time, the law of process was fairly limited to such things as making a meal or writing a
book. Smitha??s scholarship now reveals how the Enneagram of Process is precisely tied
to the mathematical structure of the smallest building blocks of the universe.

Cosmic Secrets (Cracked the Code on how the Laws of 3 and 7 are structured in the
Diatonic Octave, Chapter 39)

Steven Wheeler (1957- ), North Hampshire, England
In 2020, Gurdjieff and Objective Science Scholar, Steven Wheeler (also an author on this
paper), launched a blog to decipher and communicate objective knowledge and reasoning

based on the Diatonic Octave and Gurdjieff writings.
Notes from a Small Village

Oscar Ichazo

A Bolivian in Hana, Maui, Hawaii

(1931-2020)
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Oscar Ichazo was born in RoborA®©, Bolivia in 1931. He spent much of his life verifying an Integral
Philosophy that came to him through both intensive study of what he called the Western Prophetic
Tradition and his evolved consciousness which provided direct knowing. Ichazoa??s verification
extended to his internal states and to those of others who were immersed in his Integral Philosophy
teachings through the Arica Institute he founded. After a lifetime of teaching, Ichazo died in Maui,
Hawaii in 2020.

The Enneagram of Ego Fixations and Holy ldeas (whole- objective patterns), for which Ichazo is known,
represents only a fraction of his total teaching. His original visionsin¢luded 108 enneagons, geometric
diagrams showing how nine elements relate within various domains'of knowledge of which the ego or
personality system was one. Ichazo originally called the 9 types enneagons, and in Part 2 we will reveal
the objective significance of that.

He did not set out to create a personality typology for the self-help market. He was mapping the
structure of reality itself, and ego types emerged as one pattern among many within that larger
structure.

Ichazo acquired his knowledge through:

e Study of The Western Prophetic Tradition (Egypt/Greece/Europe)

¢ Direct knowing through experiencing visions which Ichazo has referred to as an experience of the
archangel Metatron, an angel of higher knowledge

e Many years dedicated to verifying the direct knowledge he received

¢ The Sarmoung Brotherhood

Figure 1.5 outlines the key sources of Oscar Ichazoa??s knowledge about the Enneagram of Ego
Fixations. The earliest written record (in the English language) of the 9 types we could locate include an
interview from 1973 with Sam Keen in Psychology Today. This was reprinted in Interviews with Oscar
Ichazo in 1982. The first written record (in the English language) we could locate of the 27 subtypes
appears in a chapter in Transpersonal Psychologies published in 1975. The essay referring to the
subtypes is titled The Arica Training (based on Ichazoa??s 1970 teachings in Arica, Chile).

Figure 1.5 Ichazo Key Sources
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Interviews with
Oscar Ichazo

1973: The first published record (English in North America) we could
find referring to the 9 Enneagram fixations, ideas, passions, and
virtues was a 1973 interview with Sam Keen in Psychology Today,
reprinted in Interviews with Oscar Ichazo, published in 1982.)

1975: The first published record (English in North America) we could
find referring to the 27 Enneagram instinctual subtypes The Arica
Training (which took place in"1970), described in an article by John
Lilly, M.D. and Joseph Hart. The article describing the 1970 training
was included in the 1975 Transpersonal Psychologies,Edited.by
Charles T. Tart.)

1981: A lecture given in 1981 at the Collegiate Theater, London,
published in 1982 in Between Metaphysics and Protoanalysis.

1993: An interview by Michael Goldberg, published in Metro News
Santa Clara as a??Enneagram Wars: Oscar Ichazo Breaks His
Silence About a Powerful Nine-Pointed Symbol and the Battle to
Control 1ta?e
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